NMR Animal Study Proposal Submission Form

The primary purposes of the NMR Center review of Proposals are to ensure safety and assess technical feasibility, and (in  conjunction with the ACUC) ensure animal welfare.  Proposals should be brief, and include the information outlined below and a copy of the relevant (pending or approved) ACUC proposal.  Before a Proposal is activated, an approved ACUC proposal must be on file in the NMR Center.  Proposals can be submitted to Daryl DesPres (room 10B1D317; phone 6-8141; despres@helix.nih.gov) or Alan McLaughlin (room B1D317; phone 6-8145; alancm@helix.nih.gov). 

(a)  Personnel.  List the personnel (including title and affiliation) involved in the project.  Denote the Principal Investigator, and the investigator primarily responsible for the MR aspects of the study.

(b)  Summary.  Sketch the background to the project, and the aims of the research.  (One short paragraph).

(c)  Preliminary Studies/Progress Report.  For new projects, provide an account of pertinent preliminary MR studies.  For continuing projects, provide an account of results to date.  Please list publications from the project, and provide reprints or preprints.  (one paragraph).

(d)  Experimental Design and Methods.  Discuss in detail the animal use aspects of the MR experimental protocol, and respond to the following:
· How is animal transported to and from the NMR Center?

· What instrumentation from the NMR Center will be used?  

· How much time per month is required, and how should this time be arranged?  

· How long is the procedure/scan?

· What ancillary equipment from the NMR Center will be needed?  

· Will the assistance of NMR Center personnel be needed?  

· Describe the anesthetic regimen:  agent, dose, and route of administration; physiological parameters monitored;  how plane of anesthesia is monitored to prevent animal from waking up in the magnet. 

· Name of the individual present in the NMR center who is responsible for the animal.  

· Is veterinary assistance required?

· Acknowledgement that all persons using animals in the NMR Center will follow SOPs regarding animal traffic patterns, wearing of protective clothing, and clean up.

Animal studies performed during “off hours” involve special veterinary support, and require the concurrence of the NINDS Veterinarian (Dr. Judith Davis).  If procedures that warrant extra safety concerns, e.g., collection of tissues, perfusion, preparation of innoculum, etc., will be performed in the NMR Center, these procedures should be documented, and written approval obtained from the In Vivo NMR Research Center Safety Officer.  Further veterinary information can be obtained from Daryl DesPres or Dr. Lowrey Rhodes (phone 2-3188; rhodes@ninds.nih.gov). 

(e)  Safety Precautions.  All personnel who work in the magnet rooms must undergo a safety orientation and be authorized by the Manager of the NMR Center to utilize the equipment.  All equipment that will be taken into any of the magnet rooms must be authorized by the Safety Committee.   Note any safety issues that might not be apparent. (one paragraph)

