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ACUC Approval Date: 12/11/07   NIMH Guideline # G9  
Date Issued: 8/12/02 
Date(s) Revised:    
                    
TITLE: NIMH Guidelines for the Maintenance of Guillotines   
 
PURPOSE: To establish maintenance procedures for guillotines used for the 

euthanasia of small mammals to ensure performance and functionality. 
 
I.  General Description 

A.  The use of decapitation as a method of euthanasia must be approved described 
in the Animal Study Proposal and approved by the NIMH ACUC.  Decapitation 
without prior anesthesia must be justified in the approved Animal Study Proposal. 
The guillotine is a device used for the rapid decapitation of small mammals in a 
uniformly instantaneous manner. The guillotine must be maintained in good 
working order and serviced on a regular basis to ensure sharpness of its blade 
and functionality. The NIMH VMRB has developed a program to facilitate the 
maintenance of the guillotines used within the Intramural Research Program. 
Principle investigators are responsible for ensuring: a) that the units used within 
their laboratory are registered with the VMRB; b) that the units are in good 
working order prior to each use; c) that the units are cleaned and sanitized after 
each use; and d) that all personnel performing decapitation are properly trained 
in the technique and use of the equipment. 

 II.  General Procedures 
A. Prior to use the user is responsible for ensuring that the guillotine is in proper 

working condition. 
B. Guillotines which are deemed defective, do not appear “sharp”, or that do not 

operate smoothly must be immediately reported to the VMRB Senior Animal 
Health Technician at 301-496-9386. The VMRB will exchange the defective unit 
for a functioning, clean and sanitized unit for use while the defective unit is being 
serviced. 
1. When in use, the VMRB will ensure that all guillotines are sharpened at a 

minimum of once every twelve (12) months or more often if needed. 
2. When in use, the VMRB will inspect, clean, service and sanitize each unit a 

minimum of once each month. While being serviced the VMRB will provide a 
replacement unit. 

3. Each guillotine will be identified with a unique identification number. 
4. A “Maintenance/Inspection Log Book” will be maintained for each unit in 

the VMRB Animal Health Technician Office by the technician responsible for 
guillotine inspection and maintenance. The following information will be 
included/recorded: 
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 Identification number (ID) of the guillotine 
 The current location of the unit (Building, Room) 
 Date of guillotine maintenance/sharpening 
 Date of next required sharpening 
 Date of monthly inspection and inspection findings 

III.  Operating Procedures 
A. Prior To Each Use: 

1.  Before attempting to use a guillotine, the operator should check the unit to 
ensure it is in good working order, free of rust, operates smoothly, and is 
clean. 

2.  If a replacement unit is needed, contact the VMRB technician at the number 
listed. 

B.  Following Each Use: 
 1.  Rinse the entire guillotine under running water to remove all blood and debris. 
 2.  Following removal of all gross contamination, sanitize unit by an application of 

a 1:10 solution of bleach in water. Allowing a 5 to 10 minutes contact time 
before rinsing with water. 

 3.  A final alcohol rinse should be done to assure evaporation of water, reduce 
the need to hand-dry the unit and prevent the formation of rust. The guillotine 
should be turned upside down with the blades open to facilitate drying.  Each 
units shall be identified with a unique number and the contact number to call if 
the unit is not clean and in good working order. 

IV.  Maintenance 
A. Routine maintenance of the guillotines used within the NIMH DIRP will be 

conducted by the VMRB. Principle investigators are responsible for ensuring that 
the units used within their laboratory are registered with the VMRB. 

B.  All in-use guillotines will be sharpened at a minimal annually.  A label is affixed to 
the bottom of each guillotine stating the most recent service date and the next 
service due date. Maintenance record will be kept at Technicians office.  

C.  Sanitized units will be taken to the Biomedical Engineering and Instrumentation 
Program Mechanical Instrumentation Fabrication Section Bldg. 13/3W24, where 
they will be evaluated and appropriate maintenance and sharpening done as 
needed. 

D.  You will need the VMRB CAN number to fill out the request for sharpening form. 
E.  Sharpening should take no longer than two weeks. 
F.  If you have not been notified to pick up the blades after a two-week period 

contact: Mr. Powell at (301) 496-5195. 



 

 3

G. If blades are not serviceable, replacement blades should be ordered from the 
manufacturer. 

H.  Serviced units will be sanitized as outlined in item # 6 above, prior to placing 
units back into service. 

 

 


